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How does Contraseña meaningfully engage students in Spanish language 
and culture?  
At the beginning of every unit, students are presented with the goal they are working 
toward: showcasing their developing skills in a unit-culminating Proyecto that 
assesses the unit's learning objectives in an applied, relevant context. All digital texts 
with corresponding IPAs, video-based learning modules, and intentional activity sets 
lead to the Proyecto and are designed to ensure that students gain the cultural 
understanding and language proficiency to showcase what they can do with the 
language at the end of the unit.   

Independent Asynchronous Learning Modules prepare students to use 
language meaningfully when they meet synchronously, either f2f or 
online. 
INTRODUCCION: TEMA Y META FINAL  
Put assignments in a real-world  
context. Each unit begins with clearly 
stated goals that will be measured by 
students’ completing a real-world end-
of-unit project that is relevant to their 
lives. Successful completion of the 
project is evidence that students have 
mastered the key learning objectives. 
In Unit 8, students will learn how to talk 
about foods and eating habits,   
culminating with a final video-based 
project where they describe a meal 
they made or ate.  

 

CONTEXTO 
Get exposed to rich regional linguistic 
language. In Contexto, students watch 
videos of our cultural collaborators using 
authentic language to preview the 
theme from each unit. The section 
includes follow-up critical thinking 
questions that promote engaging 
discussions.  
 
In Unit 8, students hear from a Peruvian 
collaborator describe a tortilla she 
recently prepared.  

 



 
 
 

 

CONTRASEÑA: TEXTO  
Interact with a variety of engaging 
digital texts. Students interact with 
audio, video, and written texts, which 
serve as language models for the unit 
and as a model for the unit-culminating 
Proyecto. In Unit 8, students watch a 
video about a multicultural meal kit 
delivery service featuring language they 
will later personalize in their Proyecto 
video where they create a description of 
a meal they recently prepared.   

A variety of authentic Textos and 
activities that display language-
in culture are available in every 
unit. 

 

 

VOCABULARIO I, II  
GRAMÁTICA I, II  
Learn and practice vocabulary and 
grammar in asynchronous learning 
modules. Students watch short 
videos and animations to learn the 
language and then practice via 
intentional instructional activity sets, 
specifically designed for independent 
learning.  Additional practice activities 
provide students with immediate 
feedback to prepare them to use the 
language actively in synchronous 
settings.   
Instructors can easily see which 
concepts students are struggling with to 
tailor class interactions at critical points 
using the Reflexionar gradebook report.   

Having prepared and practiced 
asynchronously, students are ready 
to interact and collaborate with 
peers in a synchronous environment. 

 



 
 
 

 

EXPLORACIÓN CULTURAL  
Develop cultural competence. 
With culturally rich content 
integrated throughout the program, 
students develop their language 
skills while gaining cultural 
awareness and   
understanding of Hispanic communities 
and traditions throughout the world. In 
addition, each unit explicitly promotes 
cultural exploration via video-based 
authentic interactive presentations and 
activities, facilitating comprehension and 
highlighting cultural comparisons. 
Students are encouraged to analyze and 
compare varied aspects of Hispanic 
culture while making connections to 
their own experiences. In this unit, 
students learn about comfort foods in 
Equatorial Guinea, Peru, Puerto Rico, and 
the U.S., and they then select another 
country to research on their own.  

 

EN LA RED 
Explore authentic cultural materials 
online. The modular En la red: 
Lectura/Video section features 
authentic, internet-based oral and 
written texts that expand on the theme 
of the unit by providing rich additional 
input and opportunities for recycling 
comprehension strategies. 
 
In this unit, students expand their 
knowledge of the unit theme by 
reading about a traditional Puerto Rican 
recipe.   



 
 
 

 

PROYECTO  
Showcase what they can do in the 
unit culminating Proyecto. Studies 
show that students learn effectively 
with and from each other. The quality of 
student work is enhanced when it is 
created for an audience beyond the 
instructor.  Contraseña uses a social 
networking model that enables 
students to post and comment on each 
other’s proyectos in LingroFolio. By 
providing an authentic mechanism for 
interaction and   
collaboration, students use their 
developing language skills to create and 
maintain a digital social network. They 
build community and explore the vital 
role of Hispanic language and cultures in 
the world. 

 

 
Synchronous Conversar Activities provide ample opportunities for students 
to put language to use creatively and meaningfully. 
 
CONVERSAR  
Use Spanish meaningfully as you 
build and extend your learning 
community. Ample opportunities to 
put language to use creatively and 
meaningfully are provided in the form 
of structured classroom (virtual or face-
to-face) activities carried out with peers.   

After completing learning modules 
for each section independently, 
students work synchronously to 
complete the corresponding 
communicative activities in the 
Conversar section of every unit. 
Featured within each section in PDF 
format or in an assignable format on 
the Conversar page, each unit offers 
an average of 28 Conversar activities 
that build on the work completed 
asynchronously.   

In Unit 8, the Conversar activities ask 
students to talk about food in different 
ways, preparing them for their final 
Proyecto.  



 
 
 

 

LINGUAMEETING  
Live Conversations with Native 
Speakers. Students select and interact 
with personal, native-speaking language 
coaches in a real-time online learning 
environment through our partnership 
with LinguaMeeting.   

Trained language coaches who specialize 
in reducing language anxiety, facilitate 
meaningful conversations with students 
based on Contraseña’s natively built pre- 
and post-speaking LinguaMeeting 
activities in each unit.  

Instructors can view all recorded 
conversations and receive easy to 
incorporate feedback from students’ 
language coaches on the 
LinguaMeeting dashboard. 

 

 
 
 

 
 


